’
el 28
k in PACE ' '

e

Statement by the Heads of the Nordic-Baltic Delegations to the
Parliamentary Assembly of the Council of Europe,

August 22, 2025, Jurmala, Latvia

We, the Heads of the Nordic-Baltic Delegations (Denmark, Estonia, Finland, Iceland, Latvia, Lithuania,
Norway, and Sweden) to the Parliamentary Assembly of the Council of Europe, stand united in
reaffirming our unwavering commitment to peace, security, and democracy in Europe. In these
turbulent times, our unity and determination are more vital than ever.

Support to Ukraine

Ukraine continues to endure an unprovoked and brutal war of aggression. We strongly condemn
Russia’s ongoing military assault and its grave violations of international law, human rights, and
humanitarian norms.

We remain steadfast in supporting Ukraine’s sovereignty, independence, and territorial integrity within
its internationally recognized borders. We praise all the efforts by the United States and European
leaders to achieve a just and lasting peace and we truly hope that these initiatives will finally put an
end to Russia’s unprovoked aggression. However, all decisions concerning Ukraine’s future must
be taken by the Ukrainian people themselves.

We are appalled by the systematic deportation and abduction of Ukrainian children, torn from their
families and communities in an attempt to erase their national identity. All abducted Ukrainian
children must be returned to their families immediately.

We will continue to work for accountability for all atrocities committed and to ensure that justice is
delivered to the victims of aggression. Ukraine’s struggle is Europe’s struggle - a fight for
freedom, dignity, and the rule of law.

Securing the democracies of the Nordic Baltic region

Our countries, and Europe as a whole, face increasingly complex hybrid threats - ranging from
disinformation campaigns, cyberattacks, economic coercion and attacks on critical infrastructure to
the instrumentalization of migration. These tactics are designed to destabilize societies, undermine
trust in democratic institutions, and erode solidarity among nations.

The Nordic-Baltic region, at the frontline of these challenges, is committed to strengthening resilience,
enhancing cooperation, and developing effective tools to deter and counter such threats. Together,
we must ensure that Europe remains secure, stable, and prepared to overcome any challenges.

We need to tackle the dangers posed by the Russian Federation “shadow fleet” and their drone
provocations. We are deeply concerned about vast number of tanker vessels that are transporting a
significant amount of Russian-originating crude oil. The “shadow fleet”, with its often-old ships
and unclear insurance coverage, presents risks to the environment, maritime safety and security,
international seaborne trade, as well as international maritime law and standards.

Democracy in Danger

Democracy, human rights, and the rule of law are at the core of the Council of Europe’s mission. We
see that Democracy is in danger. We observe renewed attempts to weaken democratic standards and to
challenge the values that unite us. We will not allow these principles to be eroded.



We are committed to protecting free institutions, safeguarding independent media, and supporting
vibrant civil societies as the foundation of democratic life. We encourage EU member states and
EU Commission to support the continuation of the work of the Radio Free Europe. Defending
democracy is not only our responsibility - it is our solemn legacy to future generations.

Russia’s interference in domestic politics is increasingly evident. Today, we see it most prominently
in Moldova, where relentless pressure and malign operations target the country’s democratic
institutions and seek to derail its European path. This is not only an assault on Moldova itself butalso
a warning signal to all democracies across Europe.

We once again call to the Committee of Ministers to develop and enhance tools for countering foreign
interference that promote a whole-of-society approach, enhance resilience, reinforce public trust
and safeguard institutional integrity, as adopted in the report on “Foreign interference: a threat to

democratic security” by the Parliamentary Assembly this April.1

The Heads of Nordic-Baltic delegations reaffirm our determination to work together, and with our
European partners, in defense of freedom, security, and democracy. We stand united in our values.
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