Statement of the Riigikogu

On Declaring the Moscow Patriarchate an Institution Sponsoring
the Military Aggression of the Russian Federation

The Riigikogu strongly condemns the war waged by the Russian Federation against Ukraine
and the illegal annexation of the territories conquered during the aggression. Putin’s terrorist
regime, which threatens to use nuclear weapons, has become the greatest threat to peace in
Europe as well as the entire world.

On 23 February 2022, the Riigikogu called on the European Union to formulate measures that
would make it impossible for the Russian Federation to spread its war propaganda and national
hatred. On 18 October 2022, the Riigikogu declared Russia terrorist regime and the Russian
Federation a state sponsor of terrorism, whose actions must be confronted together. On
23 November 2022, the European Parliament adopted a resolution according to which the
deliberate attacks carried out by the Russian Federation against the civilian population and
serious violations of human rights and humanitarian law are acts of terror and war crimes
against the population of Ukraine.

Ever since the Russian Federation launched a full-scale war against Ukraine in 2022, Patriarch
Kirill of Moscow and all Rus has expressed his public support to the act of aggression of the
terrorist regime of the Russian Federation. The leaders of the Moscow Patriarchate and
Patriarch Kirill are using the Russian World ideology as a tool to promote the war; it is utilised
to destroy the last manifestations of democracy in Russia, militarise Russian society, and justify
the aggression in order to extend the Russian Federation to all the territories dominated by
Russia in the past, including Ukraine.

On 27 March 2024, the World Russian People’s Council, which has been established under the
auspices of the Russian Orthodox Church and is led by the Patriarch of Moscow, adopted a
policy document “The Present and Future of the Russian World”, which stated that the war of
aggression held in Ukraine was a holy war both against Ukraine and the whole West. It also
considers a wider area than the former Russian Empire as belonging to the sphere of influence
of the Russian Federation.

The calls of the Moscow Patriarchate pose a threat to Estonia’s security and survival, including
a direct threat to the public and constitutional order in Estonia. According to the laws of the
Republic of Estonia and generally acknowledged principles of international law, incitement of
war or other use armed force is a crime.

The Republic of Estonia, as a democratic state, stands for freedom of religion. The state must
ensure everyone the possibility to freely choose the religion to follow. In today’s world, the
state also needs to protect people from terrorist and other hostile propaganda as well as
incitements to violence. Protection against such propaganda also extends to the Orthodox
believers living in Estonia, regardless of their language, nationality or canonical affiliation. The
Riigikogu expresses indignation at the abuse and distortion of religion and Orthodox tradition
by the Moscow Patriarchate and the current Russian regime. In the light of the activities of the
Moscow Patriarchate so far, there is still a great threat that people are being influenced in this
pseudo-religious context.



The Riigikogu considers unacceptable the actions of the Moscow Patriarchate as an institution
in justifying and supporting the aggression of the Russian Federation. Therefore, the Riigikogu
deems it necessary to declare the Moscow Patriarchate an institution sponsoring the military
aggression of the Russian Federation. The Riigikogu calls on all states and the international
community to curb the hostile influencing activities of the Moscow Patriarchate.

The Riigikogu also emphasises that declaring the Moscow Patriarchate an institution
sponsoring the military aggression of the Russian Federation concerns the Moscow Patriarchate
as an institution and a directing body, not the people who follow Orthodox traditions. Orthodox
associations and congregations should also themselves assess the threat to public order and their
members that arises from the hostile influencing activities, and take the necessary steps to cut
their ties with the Moscow Patriarchate. The Republic of Estonia must preserve the
constitutional right to religious freedom, respecting the rights and freedoms of all people living
here.
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