
Speech by Chair of the Federation of Estonian Student Unions Marcus 

Ehasoo at the Special Sitting of the 14th Riigikogu and the August 20th 

Club on 20 August 2021 
 

President of the Republic, President of the Riigikogu, members of the August 20th Club, 

guests 

 

Today we are celebrating thirty years from the day when the hope and sense of perspective of 

our nation were restored. Thanks to the events in August 1991 and before, everyone born after 

1991 has had the chance to grow up in free Estonia. I cannot even imagine the spirit that carried 

and the power that animated the thoughts of the people who fought for a free Estonia. However, 

I can describe how I look at these people: with a sincere gratitude and pride that our little nation 

included so many great politicians at the time. 

 

Thanks to their efforts, I have been able to go to a kindergarten where we were taught to be 

considerate of others, and to a school where we were taught lots of languages, rational thinking, 

and where our opinion was heard in the board of trustees.  

 

Together with my compatriots I have sung national songs underneath the Song Festival Arch, 

and together with my grandfather I have erected a memorial on the land of our family farm to 

those who fought for Estonia in the War of Independence.  

 

This is the positive story of only one person: hundreds of thousands have been born in the once 

again independent Estonia, and they all have a story of their own about the free Estonia to be 

thankful for. 

 

The feeling of unity – this is how I would describe the events that took place three decades ago. 

Towards a common great goal – restoring independence – people were ready to face any 

difficulties because the end goal was so noble and so right. Feeling of unity gave the leaders 

the courage to make decisions, and the people the courage to defend these. 

 

A small nation like this needs the feeling of unity. We cannot stand up to challenges by huge 

crowds; we need to be great in spirit, so that our actions would also appear great. This is why 

we need unity, to replace the feeling of powerlessness with a feeling of power, and so that the 

development paths we have chosen for our country would realise as ideally as possible. 

 

In Estonia today, I feel the lack of this feeling of unity. I am concerned that we are often not 

ready to hear each other out, but also that there are still those who are willing to sacrifice the 

principles of statemanship for their personal gain. There are those among us who have been 

ignored or hurt, and whose role in the society has been degraded.  

 



I don’t think this is the right way to develop as a nation because the lack of the feeling of unity 

inevitably leads to more polarisation and conflicts. A feeling of unity among the people does 

not mean uniformisation of political views or a selfsame understanding of how the society 

functions: a feeling of unity ensures that we can explain our different viewpoints to each other 

and resolve these as befits a democratic country. 

 

One way for increasing the feeling of unity is by developing the dialogue between generations. 

Everyone has heard expressions like “kids these days!” or “it’s time the older generation let the 

young take over”. These expressions are automatically based on conflict. Repeating such 

messages stops us from finding common ground, which might actually create a distorted view 

that the young people are not interested in the country and its fate, and that the older generation 

is stubborn and reluctant to hand over the steering wheel to the next generations.  

 

But this makes coexistence difficult because no generation lives forever, and this is why it is 

important that we talk to each other and listen to each other: that is the only way to ensure the 

sustainable development of the country, and to avoid repeating mistakes from history. 

 

It is important for us to increase the feeling of unity, talk and listen to each other. Starting a 

dialogue between the generations is easy after all: young people, ask your grandparents about 

things you have not experienced, and grandparents, talk to your grandchildren about things that 

the history books cannot describe. 

 

I conclude with a question: how and where should we go? The answer to this is simple: onward 

with the same kind of passion as 30 year ago, confidently and brimming with sense of unity, 

towards an even better nation. This will ensure our survival. 

 

If we cherish Estonia, Estonia will cherish us. 

Have a wonderful Restoration of Independence Day. 


