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20 August marks the thirtieth anniversary of the restoration of the de facto independence 

of the Republic of Estonia. The news of your courageous vote was another encouragement for 

our parliament to follow your lead. Both of our countries were under occupation and both had 

a huge contingent of Soviet troops. Under these circumstances, the representatives elected from 

the people’s movements, both in Estonia and Latvia, were not confused or afraid, did not bow 

before this major superpower, and voted for the independence of their countries. 

 

The destinies of all three of our Baltic states are very similar and we are the same in 

spirit, courage, and our fight for freedom. It is fortunate that we can live in harmony, honour 

the great skills of our neighbours, and truly rejoice in each other’s success. This can be seen in 

the friendship and cooperation of the clubs voting for independence. When we get together, we 

always, through serious talks and sometimes even disputes, try to address issues that are 

important for all three countries. This was also true when the president of the United States, 

Barack Obama, visited Tallinn at the end of his presidency. We wrote a letter explaining the 

precarious defence situation in the three Baltic States and asking for an increase in the number 

of troops from the United States. To our great delight, certain passages from this letter were 

quoted during Barack Obama’s speech and were followed by actions. Estonia, Latvia, and 

Lithuania will always be admired because of their geographical location and the hard work, 

wisdom, and achievements of their peoples. 

 

In Latvia, two dates are truly important – 4 May 1990 and 21 August 1991. On the first 

date, we declared our independence, whereas on the second, we turned the independence into 

reality through voting. Those were two sunny and warm days. On 4 May, the warmth was 

almost palpable, yet on 21 August, it seemed that summer had frozen like an ice queen with its 

cold and numbing breath ever-present even in the session hall. In contrast to the January 

barricades, no one protected us that day. We ourselves had asked the guards to leave the 

Supreme Council building because the situation was threatening and no one could be sure that 

the OMON militants who raided the streets in January or the Soviet army’s Spetsnaz soldiers 

who allegedly killed our people during the barricades would not come for us. When the law of 

the statehood of the Republic of Latvia was discussed, sharp and terrible sounds came from the 

Doma Square as armoured vehicles stormed the building of the Supreme Council to destroy the 

concrete blocks and open the way for the soldiers of the Soviet occupation troops. Then a 

colleague and the current Latvian ambassador to Lithuania, Indulis Bērziņš, shouted ‘Let’s 

vote!’, and that we did. At that time, it required courage, bravery, ability, and strength not to 

betray our constituents and to remain faithful to the country and its people. We did it. However, 

there were no hugs, tears, or smiles in the hall of the Supreme Council as on 4 May a year ago. 

After a moment of silence, the soldiers seemed to have been ordered to leave Old Riga. We had 

declared an independent state and their intrusion into the parliament of a foreign country would 

have had a completely different resonance internationally. At that time, the Baltic States were 

at the centre of global attention. 

 

On 21 August 1991, during the coup d’état of the USSR, the Supreme Council of the 

Republic of Latvia adopted a constitutional law on the termination of the transitional period for 

the restoration of independence established on 4 May 1990. It was a triumph of our nation’s 

non-violent parliamentary fight for freedom, with invaluable historical significance for both 



Latvia and the world. This year marks the thirtieth anniversary of the de facto restoration of the 

freedom of Latvia and Estonia. Congratulations on the celebration of the restoration of Estonia’s 

independence; today and hereafter we are joined by the same vision – Estonia, Lithuania, and 

Latvia are destined to be free! 


