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President of the Riigikogu, Prime Minister, ministers, President Rüütel, 

ladies and gentlemen, Excellencies, 

compatriots who are watching us on TV, 

 

More than 30 years ago, the appearance of the blue, black and white flag at large public events 

was a way of showing our courage and our innermost wishes, the proof of our determination 

that the time had come to be the masters of our country and our republic.  

Not every flag has been a sacred object for the Estonians, to be regarded with respect and love. 

But our own flag is something special, which has always been viewed with great respect and 

love by the Estonians, even when this was prohibited. Because the flag and all its colours have 

a meaning that has been carried on by numerous generations. 

And keeping the first Estonian flag safe despite the repressions of the occupation forces showed 

what the Estonians really felt about the flag, and freedom, and national independence. At first, 

it was maybe hard for some to understand how the blue, black and white flag that had been kept 

in a deep secret hiding place for decades could suddenly be brought out to the joy of everyone.  

With the truly Estonian persistence and also cautiousness, the flag was first brought among the 

people, then it was given the status of the popular flag, and finally the Supreme Council of the 

Republic of Estonia officially declared it the national flag.  

It was a special feeling that our people felt on the morning when the flag was again hoisted to 

the Tall Hermann Tower. This feeling was indescribable to the people who had had to suffer 

through occupations, deportations, or prison camps. 

For the young generations born in the Republic of Estonia, our flag is such a standard feature 

that its meaning as a symbol might not always be obvious. Along with our flag, we got back 

our dignity. 

But it is these young generations who will get to safeguard Estonia during the future decades 

and take it forward on its path of progress.  

The young people who have grown up in independent Estonia are the ones to whom we pass 

on our mission. 

So that we would never again have to hide the blue, black and white flag of Estonia, let us all 

treat our country and its flag with all the respect and dignity that they so abundantly deserve. 

Ants Veetõusme 

Tallinn, 20 August 2021  


