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Speech by President of the Riigikogu Jüri Ratas at the flag raising 

ceremony in the Governor’s Garden at Toompea on 20 August 

2021 
 

People of Estonia and friends who are gathered here, in your homes and everywhere in the 

world!  

 

The 31st year when we can again live in the independent Estonia is about to begin. I congratulate all 

of us on this anniversary from all my heart. 

 

Thirty years ago today, we woke up in Estonia with a dream to live in our own state according to 

our own will. On that very day, at 11.03 p.m., it became true. 69 women and men who represented 

us made a decision that had a great impact on our future and unanimously restored the 

independence of the Republic of Estonia. As a result of the work done during the days and nights 

that followed, we can wake up in our country today with confidence that we can live in Estonia 

according to our own will for ever.   

 

This holiday, which has just begun, is the most suitable time to acknowledge everyone who made 

this possible. Those who said a firm “yes” to our state. Those who worked for Estonia with their 

heads held high. Those who bravely defended our security. Those who supported us from afar. 

Those who afterwards laid the foundation for our today’s confidence with their unprecedented 

work... I thank all of you from the bottom of my heart!  
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Dear friends, 

 

We will be the ones who decide what the Estonia where we wake up tomorrow, next week and in 

the years to come will be like. It is important that we kept the spirit of Estonia in our hearts from 

generation to generation and made a home for us in this amazingly beautiful country. Like 30 years 

ago and even before that, looking into the future together.  

 

A great Estonian, member of the Academy of Sciences, poet Hando Runnel, who was born in 

independent Estonia and now lives in Estonia that has restored it independence, gave an excellent 

description of our survival in the poem “The Purple of Red Evenings”: 

It is not trouble and pain 

But the ship of light 

That comes from the morning side. 

Not anger or fury, 

But a ship of hope 

That is on its way to us. 

Beautiful, beautiful is the land, 

Beautiful is the land 

I love. 

I wish joy and togetherness to us all on the anniversary of restoration of independence and for 

the coming years. 

 

All the success to Estonia! 


