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Members of the August 20th Club,  

President Arnold Rüütel,  

Members of the Riigikogu, 

Friends, 

  

The Resolution that was passed in this hall thirty years ago was something we had been 

waiting for a very long time. Too many did not live to see this day, too many had suffered or 

sacrificed their life to make this day come true. 

In deportation wagons, prison camps, exile, far from home. 

This hope that lived deep in our hearts was poured into words by poet Hando Runnel: 

  

Some very ancient people, 

Wisdom of soil in their mouths, 

Welcomed us from across times 

And said that we are new, 

And said that we are alive, 

Our days are yet to come. 

And hearing of this happiness 

Our eyes were tearing up. 

  

 

This was the day we were waiting for all through the years of occupation, and it was in the 

hope of its coming that we took part in all these popular movements and actions which can be 



condensed in the beautiful expression “Singing Revolution”, along with its powerful pre- and 

after-story.  

The day came when the people’s representation of the transition period – the Supreme 

Council – passed the resolution “On the National Independence of Estonia”. 

“And hearing of this happiness 

Our eyes were tearing up.“ 

This Resolution was born out of cooperation between members of the Supreme Council of the 

Republic of Estonia and the Congress of Estonia, and was based on the majority wish of the 

voters of both representative bodies – to restore the Republic of Estonia. This wish – 

restoration of an independent and sovereign Republic of Estonia – was confirmed by 77% of 

those who voted in March 1991 at the independence referendum. 

Both the Congress of Estonia and the Supreme Council had declared in March 1990 that they 

both aim at ending the occupation and restoring independence. Of course, opinions differed 

about how to achieve this goal, which was of such a pivotal importance for Estonia, and there 

were intense debates about which road to independence should we take. But we must 

remember that nobody knew beforehand how we would finally break free of the occupation 

that had oppressed us for half a century. 

So the passionate political arguments to defend different opinions and positions was 

something we needed, in order to examine our chances and choices among ourselves. But 

most important was the fact that these choices were united in their end goal – the Republic of 

Estonia – and that was the bridge that connected the different sides. This might not have been 

immediately obvious in the heat of an impassioned argument, but at a decisive moment it 

united us all. 

The anxious anticipation which ruled Estonia on those difficult days was summed up by 

Heinz Valk, who declared in this very hall before the vote on the restoration of independence: 

“/---/ we have no right to descend Toompea today if we act like cowards and go back on our 

word to the people. The Estonian nation is looking at us, the whole free world is looking at us. 

Let us meet their gaze with a clear conscience. I welcome the Republic of Estonia on its day of 

rebirth!” 

  

Dear friends, 

This Resolutions, born in cooperation between the representatives of the Supreme Council 

and the Congress of Estonia thirty years ago, did not only restore Estonia’s independence, but 

also set a very important future goal. The Constitutional Assembly was established to draft the 

text of the new Constitution of the Republic of Estonia, and this was handed over to the 

people for a final assessment. It was crucial that the Constitutional Assembly included all the 

political forces, which allowed all the principles of organising the public sphere to be 

discussed calmly by everyone.  



That night in August, Toompea understood with statemanly wisdom that a free and 

democratic Estonia can only be founded on a social agreement that recognises different 

opinions and tries to find common ground among these.  

Indeed, the parliament is the right place where different opinions converge to be argued over 

and talked through. A place where MPs work out the most reasonable common ground 

through intelligent debates. In the name of compromise, they need to be able to swallow 

personal defeats, just like thirty years ago, because this might be the price of a respectable 

agreement when making decisions for the benefit of Estonia’s people and state. Freedom and 

democracy will endure if the most difficult decisions are discussed with full respect for one 

another, and thus with full respect for our people. 

This is the only way to organise life in the country, by taking into consideration the interests 

of the largest possible amount of people, ensure transparency and preserve the vital trust in 

the state, because a state can only function properly on a foundation of trust.  

The success of our country so far is not a happy coincidence; it is the result of all the 

decisions we have made ourselves, through political debates and compromises, and which we 

have put above the current interests of political parties at the moments when it mattered. 

This decision of the Supreme Council, confirmed by the strike of gavel by Ülo Nugis late in 

the evening of 20 August, has been fittingly described as Solomonic by politician Liia Hänni.  

  

Friends, 

The restoration of our independence, which culminated with the adoption of the Resolution on 

20 August 1991 in this very hall, was the conclusion of the work by very many Estonians, and 

this day is a joint achievement of all our people. 

I thank all of you, my excellent compatriots, who gave your contribution to restoring the 

independence of the Republic of Estonia in any shape or form, wherever you were.  

Thank you to everyone who worked together to pass the Resolution “On the National 

Independence of Estonia”. 

Thank you. 

I wish you all a beautiful Restoration of Independence Day. 


