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Draft

“Vilnius Declaration”

on

Measures to Combat HIV/AIDS in the European Union

and in its Neighbourhood

Against the background of the new threat posed by the rising HIV/AIDS epidemic in the European Union and its neighbourhood, Ministers and other  representatives of Governments from the European Union and neighbouring countries, together with the European Commission, International Organizations and invited observers, met in Vilnius, Lithuania on 17 September 2004 for the Conference “Europe and HIV/AIDS - New Challenges, New Opportunities” and adopted the following Declaration:

We, the Ministers and representatives of Governments from the European Union and neighbouring countries responsible for health, together with the relevant International Organizations and the European Commission, meeting in Vilnius, Lithuania on 17 September 2004 for the Conference “Europe and HIV/AIDS - New Challenges, New Opportunities”,

· Reaffirming our commitment to combat HIV/AIDS in those regions of the world where the epidemic has the greatest impact;

· Recognizing that HIV/AIDS is also a Europe-wide threat that requires a European response, and agreeing that Europe’s capacity to effectively combat the spread of HIV/AIDS needs to be strengthened;

· Alarmed by the rapid increase in newly diagnosed infections in Europe, expressing profound concern that the efficacy of HIV/AIDS prevention efforts is generally faltering in Europe and noting with serious concern that some of the fastest growing HIV infection rates in the world are reported from the Eastern border of the European Union;

· Conscious of the importance of prevention measures to tackle the epidemic and of the significant potential need for high-quality anti-retroviral treatment which these infection rates imply, and on the burden they will place on health and social services;
· Recognizing the need for strong political leadership at all levels in HIV/AIDS prevention within Europe;

· Reaffirming the Declaration of Commitment on HIV/AIDS adopted by the UN General Assembly Special Session on HIV/AIDS on 27 June 2001;

· Taking note of and reaffirming the principles of the broader Dublin Declaration on Partnership to fight HIV/AIDS in Europe and Central Asia, adopted at the Conference “Breaking the Barriers – Partnership to fight HIV/AIDS in Europe and Central Asia” (Dublin, Ireland, 23-24 February 2004);

· Mindful of the requests made in the Dublin Declaration to strengthen the capacity of the European Union to fight effectively the spread of HIV/AIDS, and to promote the active involvement of the Institutions of the European Union in a common effort!to strengthen coordination and cooperation in the fight against HIV/AIDS;

· Recognizing that the enlargement of the European Union, and its policy to develop close relations with its Eastern neighbours, provide new cooperation opportunities with a view to addressing the HIV/AIDS challenge.

Acknowledge that

· HIV/AIDS is a non-curable disease, where prevention, care, support!and treatment are mutually reinforcing elements of an effective response;
· prevention is the only way to tackle the epidemic with a view of reducing the number of cases. Preventive action should be sensitive to particular cultural and social backgrounds, focus on young people and their sexual relationships, and pay particular attention to 
those belonging to migrant communities or mobile populations, men who have sex with men, sex workers and drug injectors and their sexual partners, taking into account the gender perspective and the special vulnerability of women;

· HIV/AIDS is not only a public health issue but a social, economic, human rights, policy coordination and security issue, which, where it becomes epidemic, has the potential to threaten economic and social development as well as the full achievement of human rights;

· sustainable, accessible and affordable health systems are a prerequisite for the effective implementation of HIV/AIDS strategies and should be part of a comprehensive multisectoral response, making sure that key populations such as sex workers, injecting drug users, men who have sex with men and migrants have access to prevention and care services.

Declare our willingness to

· Ensure that multisectoral national HIV/AIDS coordination structures, strategies, and financing plans are in place and implemented at national and relevant sub-national levels;

· Conduct, with the participation of civil society, and particularly of people living with HIV/AIDS and of the above key populations, reviews of the progress achieved in implementing national HIV/AIDS strategies. Such reviews should be available by the end of 2005 at the latest, and should be conducted every second year after the completion of the first review;
· 
· Progressively work towards the collection of biological and behavioural data, and their processing at European level, and ensure that national HIV/AIDS surveillance, monitoring and evaluation systems are in place, in order to facilitate the monitoring of the epidemic, of risk behaviours and of vulnerability to HIV/AIDS, and to obtain insight into the changing patterns of the epidemic and its underlying risk factors;

· Provide universal and non-discriminating access to voluntary, affordable and confidential counselling and testing, and to preventive information and activities;

· Provide universal and non-discriminating access to care, support!and treatment, including anti-retroviral treatment, for all in need;

· Address the specific needs and requirements of migrant populations in terms of information and prevention, treatment, care and support, as borders in Europe are opened and as migration is likely to rise across the Continent as a result of free movement;
· Reinforce education efforts aimed at HIV prevention, in line with the UNAIDS/UNESCO initiative “An Aids-Free Generation in less than a Generation”;
· Continue to develop and implement relevant legislation at national and EU level, in particular with a view to

· ensuring the full implementation of the Directive prohibiting discrimination in employment on the grounds of religion and belief, disability, age and sexual orientation;

· combating social exclusion and discrimination, and promoting social and labour market integration. National financial instruments as well as Community funds, including Structural Funds, should be used to support!such measures where appropriate;

· improving the protection of individuals regarding the confidentiality of personal data related to HIV/AIDS;

· ensuring the full implementation of legislative measures to protect workers from the risks of biological agents, in particular in the medical sector and measures to improve occupational health for specific types of workers (pregnant women, young people).
Call upon the civil society and non-governmental organizations to

· further develop the awareness and the capacity of the civil society to address HIV/AIDS related issues throughout the European Union and in its neighbouring countries;

· join partnerships with Governments, the European Community and International Organisations  in order to ensure a comprehensive approach in the fight against HIV/AIDS;

· contribute to a coordinated effort of all stakeholders and players in the fight against HIV/AIDS, in order to minimise duplication  and maximise synergies;

· advocate on behalf of key populations and those particularly vulnerable to HIV/AIDS so that their needs are fully respected.

Call upon international organizations, particularly UNAIDS through its co-sponsoring agencies and its Secretariat, in partnership with the European Union and its Institutions and Member States, to

· ensure coordination and cooperation of the response to HIV/AIDS in the European Union and its neighbourhood, in order to minimise duplication of efforts and maximise synergies;

· support!and facilitate the mobilization, transfer and effective use of financial and technical resources to scale up access to prevention, care and sustained treatment, including effective low cost treatment such as generics, in the most affected countries with the greatest needs;

· promote and support cross border, sub-regional and regional technical collaboration and sharing of best practices in HIV prevention among vulnerable groups;

· guide and support!reviews at national and regional levels of existing legislation, policies and practices with the objective of promoting the effective enjoyment of all human right for people living with HIV/AIDS and members of affected communities;

· support!stronger regional cooperation and networking among people living with HIV/AIDS and civil society organizations;

· establish adequate fora and mechanisms, including the civil society and people living with HIV/AIDS, to assess progress in the implementation of the Declaration of Commitment of the United Nations General Assembly Special Session on HIV/AIDS at regional level every second year, beginning 2006.

Welcome the European Commission’s recent document on a “Coordinated approach to combat HIV/AIDS within the European Union and in its Neighbourhood”, and emphasize in particular the need for 

· facilitating and speeding up the regulatory process for the authorisation and marketing of innovative medicines against life-threatening diseases, such as new anti-retroviral treatments, and exploring the options available to support!access to affordable anti-retroviral treatment;

· reviewing the existing HIV/AIDS surveillance mechanisms with a view to achieving even more comprehensive surveillance, including data on behavioural and social issues;

· promoting the participation of the new Member States and of countries from the EU neighbourhood in research and other networking activities related to HIV/AIDS;

· facilitating cooperation and networking on HIV/AIDS among interested parties in neighbouring countries, in order to help these benefit from financial support!through the Global Fund;

· exploiting the possibilities of supporting the development of relevant health care infrastructures through the Regional Funds, the World Bank and other donors.

�





PAGE  
1

